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until she shews some external signs of heat.
The mare seldomn proves prolific after she is
twenty years old ; while the horse sometimes
preserves the power of engendering until the
age of thirty. 'I'he seminal liquor is Iess abun-
dant, and less stimulating in the horse than in
the ass ; for the former often copulates without
emitting, especially if the mare be presented to
him before he sceks her.  Besides, his most
vigorous effor(s are not always successful ; for
there are some mares naturally barren, and
others whose fecundity is but trifling. There
are also stallions which, though vigorous to all
appearance, have but little power. To these
particular reasons we can add a more evident
and geueral proof of the small degree of fecun-
dity there is in the horse and ass.  Of all do-
mestic animals, although they are the most
carcfully attended to, they are the least in
number. In the ox, the sheep, the goat, and
particularly the hog, dog, and cat, the indi-
viduals are ten, and, probably, a hundred
times more numerous than those of the hoise
and ass. Thus their want of fecundity is pro-
ved by facts, and we must attribute the steril-
ity of the mules to all the above causes, asthey
proceed from a mixture of these naturally un-
prolific species. Inthose specics, on the con-

trary, which, like the sheep and goat, are

YOL. IX. Zz nuerous,
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