
Viii PREFACE.

cited a spirit
of inquiry which rapidly spread

throughout
the Empire ; and now Great

Bri-tainresents to the. scientific world. a scene

of geological acuteness, activity, .,;and enter

prise, not surpassed
in any other,),country.

On the Continentthe writings of CUVIER,

distinguished eqaiJyby purity' ard, beauty

of sty1e,and:prfQund: iearninhave proved

emineiitly -useful,
in aiding. thé. prágrès 'of

Geolog.
.
InJhi!i.-CQUntrY., (.UYJER vas first

made known -as a
geologist by the: publication

of the present essay, which,: from. its unexam

pled popularity,
has made his name as fami

liar to us 'as that of the most distinguished

of our' own writers.
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