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operations, and the certainty with which her ends are
attained, tends, irresistibly, to tranquillize and re-assure
the mind, and render it less accessible to repining, self
ish, and turbulent emotions. And this it does, not by
debasing our nature into weak compliances and abject
submission to circumstances, but by filling us, as from
an inward spring, with a sense of nobleness and power
which enables us to rise superior to them, by showing
us our strength and innate dignity, and by calling upon
us for the exercise of those powers and faculties by
which we are susceptible of the comprehension of so
much greatness, and which form, as it were, a link be

tween ourselves and the best and noblest benefactors of

our species, with whom we hold communion in thoughts,
and participate in discoveries which have raised them

above their fellow-mortals, and brought them nearer to
their Creator.




CHAP. II.

OF ABSTRACT SCIENCE AS A PREPARATION FOR THE

STUDY OF PHYSICS.-A PROFOUND ACQUAINTANCE

WITH IT NOT INDISPENSABLE FOR A CLEAR UNDER

STANDING OF PHYSICAL LAWS.-HOW A CONVICTION

OF THEIR TRUTH MAY BE OBTAINED WITHOUT IT.

INSTANCES.-FURTHER DIVISION OF THE SUBJECT.

(13.) SCIENCE 1S the knowledge of many, orderly
and methodically digested and arranged, so as to be

come attainable by one. The knowledge of reasons and

their conclusions constitutes abstract, that of causes and

their effects, and of the laws of nature, natural science.

(14.) Abstract science is independent of a system of

nature,-of a creation,-of every thing, in short, except

memory, thought, and reason. Its objects are, first,

those primary existences and relations which we cannot

even conceive not to be, such as space, time, number,


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1831-Herschel-NatPhil/README.htm


