
10-2 DISCOURSE ON THE STUDY

do not offer very obvious and remarkable distinctions,

a more systematic and regular nomenclature becomes

necessary, in which the names shall recall the differences

as well as the resemblances between the individuals of a

class, and in which the direct relation between the name

and the object shall materially assist the solution of the

problem, "given the one to determine the other." How

necessary this may become, will be at once seen, when

we consider the immense number of individual objects,
or rather species, presented by almost every branch of

science of any extent; which absolutely require to be

distinguished by names. Thus the botanist is conver

sant with from 80,000 to 100,000 species of plants; the

entomologist with, perhaps, as many of insects: the

chemist has to register the properties of combinations,

by twos, threes, fours, and upwards, in various doses, of

upwards of fifty different elements, all distinguished from

each other by essential differences; and of which,

though a great many thousands are known, by far the

greater part have never yet been formed, although hun

dreds of new ones are coming to light, in perpetual
succession, as the science advances; all of which are to

be named as they arise. The objects of astronomy are,

literally, as numerous as the stars of heaven; and al

though not more than one or two thousand require to

be expressed by distinct names, yet the number, respect

ing which particular information is required, is not less

than a hundred times that amount; and all these must

be registered in lists (so as to be at once referred to,

and so that none shall escape), if not by actual names,

at least by some equivalent means.

(131.) Nomenclature, then, is, in itself, undoubtedly
an important part of science, as it prevents our being
lost in a wilderness of particulars, and involved in inex

tricable confusion. Happily, in those great branches of

science where the objects of classification are most nu

merous, and the necessity for a clear and convenient
nomenclature most pressing, no very great difficulty in

its establishment is felt. The very multitude of the ob

jects themselves affords the power of grouping them ill
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