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forth their whole intellectual strength in diffusing
the light of Christian truth among the people. In
their lists we read the name of Bacon, who, gifted
almost with prophetic spirit, was enabled to climb
the Pisgah of science, and point out the land
of promise to those who were to follow him—of
Newton, who after having achieved, by his single
arm, the conquest of the natural world, was not
puffed up, but gave God the glory; combining,
with powers which ncver fell to the share of any
other man, the simplicity of a child, and the hu-
mility of a Christian—of Ray, who saw the finger
of God in the whole frame-work of animated nature,
and within these sacred walls taught the listcners
to comprehend the meaning of those characters he
himself had first interpreted—of Barrow, the learn-
ed and the wise, the inventive philosopher, the manly
reasoner, the eloquent and single-minded christian
moralist—and of many other illustrious men, whosc
very names time would fail me to tell, who having
had their minds braced by the studies of this place,
and their hearts sanctified by the wisdom from
above, devoted themselves to the high and holy
office of extending the empire of truth.

And surely the happiness we enjoy, and the
names we this day commemorate, require something
more from us than the gratitude of the lips—some-
thing more than a formal and heartless ceremonial.
We are here met at our annual celebration where these
mighty men have met before; we are worshipping
at the altar where they worshipped, we are treading
on their ashes, and looking on their tombs, and
every thing around us is sanctified by their genius.

Circumstances like thesc have ever exerted a
powerful influence on generous natures. If heathen
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