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annunciation contrary to the ordinary operations of
his moral government ; but rather we hear a formal
promulgation and a higher sanction of them. It
is true as a matter of fact, that some races and
kindreds are favoured above the rest of men—that
God shews mercy to them in thousands, spreading
among them the light of truth, and exalting them
above the other nations of the carth. But these
temporal blessings, I repeat, are not violations, but
examples of the moral government of God; for in
the nature of things they only co-exist with the
exercise of those moral and intellectual qualities
which bind men and families together, and form
the very sinews of national strength. When the
lessons and the examples of virtue fail, the nation’s
strength fails with them; the voice of eloquence
and the maxims of wisdom are no longer heard
within its walls, and its proudest monuments soon
moulder into the dust; or if they remain at all,
are visited in after times as mighty ruins, serving
only to contrast its former glory with its present
desolation.

It is then our bounden duty to reflect, that
our sentiments and our conduct do not terminate
with ourselves. Every man, however humble his
station and feeble his powers, exercises some in-
fluence on those who are about him for good or
for evil: and these influences emanating again as
from a fresh center, are propagated onwards—and
though diluted by new motives, and modified by
new circumstances at each transmission, so as in
common cases to be lost to the eye of man, they
may still go on producing a silent effect to the
remotest generations; and thus become, under
Providence, a part of the appointed mcans by
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