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his memory, that hearts but as yesterday warm
with kindness, and tongues glowing with the ac-
cents of genius, are now cold and inanimate. The
song of praise and the voice of thanksgiving ought
therefore to be heard as notes of preparation ; tell-
ing us that this is not our abiding city—that with
all the good things it contains, and the goodly
recollections belonging to it, it is but a halting-
place in the great pilgrimage of life—and that
before another returning festival, the names of
some of us may be also written on the long scroll
of those who are departed.

These, my brethren, seem to be sentiments not
merely fitted for the occasion on which we mcet,
but such as must force themselves on every serious
and reflecting mind. I must however content my-
self with this short allusion to them, as the time
does not allow me to dwell on them any farther.

Leaving then these general topics, I proceed
to speak of this as a place of sound learning and
christian education, and to inquire what ought to
be the conduct of the understanding during the
course of our academic studies before we enter
on the great theatre of life. What I am now
saying, though I hope not altogether unfitting to
other ears, is chiefly addressed to the younger
members of our household.

In the first place, let me put before you a law
and condition of your being, of great influencc
in the formation of your characters. Impressions
independent of the will, whether produced dircctly
through the senses, or by trains of association with-
in the mind, gradually losc their power by repe-
tition; but habits, whether of mind or body
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