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honour in this venerable seat of the discoveries of
Newton. But in this, as in every other field of
labour, no man can put aside the curse pronounced
on him—that by the sweat of his brow he shall reap
his harvest. Before he can reach that elevation from
whence he may look down upon and comprehend
the mysteries of the natural world, his way is steep
and toilsome, and he must read the records of crea-
tion in a strange, and to many minds, a repulsive
language, which, rejecting both the sense and the
imagination, speaks only to the understanding. But
when this language is once learnt, it becomes a
mighty instrument of thought, teaching us to link
together the phenomena of past and future times;
and gives the mind a domination over many parts of
the material world, by teaching it to comprehend
the laws by which the actions of material things are
governed. To follow in this track, first trodden by
the immortal Newton—to study this language of
purc unmixed truth, is to be regarded not only as
your duty, but your high privilege. It is no servile
task, no ungenerous labour. The laws by which
God has thought good to govern the umiverse are
surely subjects of lofty contemplation; and the
study of that symbolical language by which alone
these laws can be fully deciphered, is well deserving
of your noblest efforts. Studies of this kind not
merely contain their own intellectual reward, but
give the mind a habit of abstraction, most diflicult
to acquire by ordinary means, and a power of con-
centration of inestimable value in the business of
life. Were there any doubt of this, T would appeal
to modern examples, and point out a long list of
illustrious men, who, after being strengthened by
our severe studies and trained in our discipline, have
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