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of comparison. So that the powers and capacities,

forming the very implements of our strength, are

also the indications of our weakness. In some of

our capacities, we may perhaps exhibit a faint sha

dow of a portion of our Maker's image; but in the

reasoning power, of which we sometimes vainly boast,

we bear to him, I believe, no resemblance whatso-

ever.

Simplicity of character, humility, and love of

truth, ought therefore to be (and I believe generally
have been) among the attributes of minds well

trained in philosophy. After all that has been

done since the thoughts of man were first turned to

the phenomena of the material world-after all the

boasted discoveries of science, from the first records

of civilization, down to our own days-those glo
rious passages of the Old Testament, contrasting
the power and wisdom of God in the wonders of his

creation, with man's impotence and ignorance, have

still, and ever will continue to have, not merely a

figurative or poetical, but a literal application.
Gird up now thy loins like a man: for I will de

mand of thee, and answer thou me*. Where wast

thou when I laid the foundations of the earth?

declare, if tiwu had understanding... Whereupon
are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid
the corner-stone thereof; when the morning-stars
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for
joy? Or who shut up the sea with doors, when it
brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb?
When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and
thick darkness a swaddling band for it... and said,
Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here
shall thy proud waves be stayed ?... Where is the

Job, chap. xxxviii.
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