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connuoti law. We follow this law into its remotest

consequences, and we find it terminating in beauty,
and harmony, and order*.

Again, if we commence our examination of the

natural world with the small portions of matter

which surround us, and following our induction in

a new direction, resolve them into their elements,

and unravel the laws of their combination; we see

at every step new cause for wonder-new objects for

admiration. Every portion of the matter we tread

beneath our feet (however insignificant as an object
of sense) propagates its influence through all space,
and is felt in the remotest regions of the universe.

However small the particle of dust we trample on,

it may present traces of a mechanism subservient

to the complicated functions of a living being; or

it may be a compound inorganic body, possessing

properties of indefinite complexity : and though it

be what we call a simple substance, still it is held

together by its own laws of cohesion; it is com

posed of elements not brought together fortuitously,
but in obedience to a fixed law, by which they are

congregated in definite proportions, and grouped in

symmetry and order. Not only is every portion of

matter governed by its own laws, but its powers of

action on other material things are governed also

by laws subordinate to those by which its parts are

held together. So that in the countless changes of

material things and their countless actions on each

other, we find no effect which jars with the mecha

nism of nature; but all are the harmonious results

of dominant laws.

Again, if we pass from the consideration of

things visible and tangible to the subtile and

11 See Note (A) at the end.
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