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physical revolutions. He counts his time not by
celestial cycles, but Ly an index he has found in
the solid framework of the globe itself. He sees
a long succession of monuments each of which may
have required a thousand ages for its elaboration.
He arranges them in chronological order ; observes
on them the marks of skill and wisdom, and finds
within them the tombs of the ancient inhabitants
of the earth. He finds strange and unlooked-for
changes in the forms and fashions of organic life
during each of the long periods he thus contem-
plates. He traces these changes backwards through
cach successive era, till he reaches a time when the
monuments lose all symmetry, and the types of
organic life are no longer seen. He has then enter-
ed on the dark age of nature’s history; and he
closes the old chapter of her records.—This ac-
count has so much of what is exactly true, that it
hardly deserves the name of figurative description.
Geology, like every other science when well
interpreted, lends its aid to natural religion. It
tells us, out of its own records, that man has been
but a few years a dweller on the carth; for the
traces of himself and of his works are confined to
the last monuments of its history. Independently
of every written testimony, we <therefore believe
that man, with all his powers and appetencies, his
marvellous structure and his fitness for the world
around him, was called into being within a few
thousand years of the days in which we live—
not by a transmutation of species, (a theory no
better than a phrensied dream), but by a provi-
dent contriving power. And thus we at once re-
move a stumbling block, thrown in our way by
those who would rid themselves of a prescient first
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