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them, that he either wanted goodness or wanted
power ?

If the fundamental reasoning in Paley’s system
be unsound, its rule is unsuitable to our nature.
If expediency be the measure of right, and every
one claim the liberty of judgment, virtue and vice
have no longer any fixed relations to the moral
condition of man, but change with the fluctuations
of opinion. Not only are his actions tainted by
prejudice and passion, but his rule of life, under
this system, must be tainted in like degree—must
be brought down to his own level : for he will no
longer be able, compatibly with his principles, to
separate the rule from its application. No high
and unvarying standard of morality, which his heart
approves, however infirm his practice, will be offered
to his thoughts. But his bad passions will continue
to do their work in bending him to the carth ; and,
unless he be held upright by the strong power of
religion (an extrinsic power which I am not now
considering), he will inevitably be carried down, by
a degrading standard of action, to a sordid and
grovelling life.

It may perhaps be said, that we are arguing
against a rule, only from its misapprehension and
abuse. But we reply, that every precept is prac-
tically bad when its abuse is natural and inevitable
—that the system of utility brings down virtue
from a heavenly throne and places her on an earthly
tribunal, where her decisions, no longer supported by
any holy sanction, are distorted by judicial igno-
rance, and tainted by base passion. Independently
however of the bad effects produced on the moral
character of man, by a system which makes expe-
diency (in whatever sense the word be used) the
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