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a rejection of the moral feelings as the test of right
and wrong. From first to last, it is in bondage to the
world, measuring every act by a worldly standard,
and estimating its value by worldly consequences
Virtue becomes a question of calculation—a matter
of profit or loss; and if man gain heaven at all on
such a system, it must be by arithmetical details—
the computation of his daily work—the balance of
his moral ledger. A conclusion such as this offends
against the spirit breathing in every page of the
book of life; yet is it fairly drawn from the prin-
ciples of utility. It appears indeed not only to
have been foreseen by Paley, but to have been
accepted by him—a striking instance of the tenacity
with which man ever clings to system, and is ready
to embrace even its monstrous consequences rather
than believe that he has himself been building on
a wrong foundation¥.

Utilitarian philosophy and christian ethics have
in their principles and motives no common bond of
union, and ought never to have been linked together
in one system: for, palliate and disguise the differ-
ence as we may, we shall find at last that they
rest on separate foundations; one deriving all its
strength from the moral feelings, and the other
from the selfish passions of our nature. Religion

® The following are the passages here referred to:

¢ The Christian religion hath not ascertained the precise quantity
of virlue necessary to salvation.”

¢ It has been said, that it can never be a just economy of Provi-
dence to admit one part of mankind into heaven, and condemn the
other to hell; since there must be very little to choose between the
worst man who is received into heaven, and the best who is excluded.
And how know we, it might be answered, but that there may be as
little to choose in their conditions ?** Moral Philosophy, Book 1. ch. 7.

In the latter years of his life Paley would, I believe, have been
incapable of uttering or conceiving sentiments such as these.
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