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has proved this way of slow and toilsome induction
to be the only path which leads to physical truth.

¢ Laws for the government of intellectual beings,
and laws by which material things are held together,
have not one common element to connect them. And
to seek for an exposition of the phenomena of the
natural world among the records of the moral des-
tinies of mankind, would be as unwise as to lock
for rules of moral government among the laws of
chemical combination. From the unnatural union
of things so utterly incongruous, there has from
time to time sprung up in this country a deformed
progeny of heretical and fantastical conclusions, by
which sober philosophy has been put to open shame,
and sometimes even the charities of life have been
exposed to violation.

¢ No opinion can be heretical but that which is
not true. Conflicting falsehoods we can compre-
hend ; but truths can never war against each other.
I affirm, therefore, that we have nothing to fear
from the results of our enquiries, provided they
be followed in the laborious but secure road of
honest induction. In this way we may rest assured
that we shall never arrive at conclusions opposed to
any truth, either physical or moral, from whatsoever
source that truth may be derived : nay rather (asin
all truth there is a common essence), that new dis-
coveries will ever lend support and illustration to
things which are already known, by giving us a
larger insight into the universal harmonies of
nature*.”

® Anniversary Address to the Geological Society, ANNALS or
PaiLosorny, April 1830.
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