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PREFACE. vii

no change: and in the two parts which have
been so much expanded, he has preserved the
scope and sentiments, and in many instances the
very words, of his first sketch. The notes added
in an Appendix are not written to serve any pur-
pose of ostentation. By most academic persons
they may be considered unnecessary: but should
a single reader find them of use in explaining or
enforcing what is stated in the text, the Author
will not regret that he has written them.

He has attacked the utilitarian theory of
morals, not merely because he thinks it founded
on false reasoning, but because he also Dbelieves
that it produces a degrading effect on the temper
and conduct of those who adopt it. Tt is, how-
ever, more easy to pull down than to build up; and
he thinks it unfortunate that there is no English
work on morals at once unexceptionable in its
principles, and cast in such a form as to meet the
wants of the University. Bishop Butler’s three
Sermons on Human Nature and his Dissertation
on the Nature of Virtue have lately become subjects
of examination in Trinity College. Of their kind,
they are works of inestimable value: but they are
devoted rather to the discussion of the principles of
morality than to the establishment of a system of
moral philosophy; and they are considered by
most persons, who begin to speculate on such
questions, both difficult and uninviting.
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