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PREFACE

TO THE

FOURTH EDITION.

- ——————

THE Author has learnt from the Pub-
lishers (and he may add the Proprietors) of
this “Discourse,” that a fourth Edition of it
is now struck off. Had he seen the sheets
during their passage through the Press, he
might, perhaps, have made a few verbal cor-
rections of the text.

For many years it has been the habit of
English writers, more especially those who
have been trained at Cambridge, to apply the
term plilosophy only to those branches of ex-
act science that are designated on the Conti-
nent by the name of physics. As this local
use of a general term may lead to a misappre-
hension of the writer’s intentions, it would be
well if, in the following pages, the words in-
ductive plilosophy, and other like phrases,
were accompanied with some word limiting

their application to the exact physical sciences.
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