http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1837-Phillips-Geology/README.htm

130 A TREATISE ON GEOLOGY.

CHAP, VI.

nore distinet ; and from the land piants referred by
Brongniart to the grauwacke rocks of the Rhine, with
those which really belong to them in North Devon, the
proof of upraised land is conclusive, though w

where it was situated.
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There is no sufficient evidence to be gatiierzd on the
guestion, whether such uprising might be sudd
dual; the general conformity of the whole series of rocks
of the Cambrian and Silurian systems would not justify an
inferenice that no viclent elevation of land had happened
elsewhere ; espeeially as some unconformity is supposed
to have been observed by Mr. Murchison, between the
Plynlymmon and Silurian rocks, south of Shrewsbury.
There is, however, nothing to contradict the asswnpticn
that, till the close of the primary peried, nearly all tha
strata of the British Isles and the continent of [lnrone,
were covered by the sea in which they were formed:
indeed, it may be doubted, whether any cert:
be shown that any part of the Furopean region was sub-
jeeted to great displacement during the primary p

It is true that 2 survey of the porphyries, gr
and other igneous rocks, so strangely interlaminated

AD;

proof can

ameng the clay slates and grauwacke slates cf Snow-
don, and the middie Cumbrian region, from Black
Comb to Ulswater, appears to prove that at cortein
periods during the formation of these rocks, crup-
tions of melted rock occurred over a great extent of the
oceanic bed ; and such we must suppose were ace
nied by considerable, if only transient, moverme
the solid crust of the globe. Elie de Deaumont has
supposed that seme of the most considerable displace-
ments of primary strata which are cbserved in Europs,
happened before tlre completion of the newest of those
strata ; but it cannot be satisfactorily proved by ex-

amples taken from the Dritish Islands.

Indeed, every

fresh inquiry into the geological dates of particular
disturbances of the strato, shows the difficulty of arriving
at accurate conclusions on this important subject.

The evidence is somctimes insuffcient; in other
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