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CHAP. VI. POST-TERTIARY STRATA. 821

forms waterfalls and cliffs at every ledge of limestone,
of the wearing away of the subjacent shales—so the
great currents which anciently flowed in the valley
(whatever they were) excavated the softer strata, and

left the hard prominent in terrace cliffs, as in diag.
No. 72.
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m. Millstone grit summit resting on shales and grits to I, which is lime-
stone, and projects over s, the subjacent argillaceous beds. The same
occurs with each lower ledge of limestone /, which, with the gritstone g,

uﬁa;izuy found beneath, forms a terrace on the hill sides, above a slope of
shale.

A different case occurs in valleys which cross and
enter deeply into thick masses of red sandstone, such
as occurs at Nottingham, Kidderminster, Bridgnorth,
&c. At Bridgnorth, for example, occurs a remarkable
triple row of terraces on the east bank of the Severn,
which appear decisive as to the successive operations by
which changes of relative level of the land and the water
which excavated the valley were brought about.

All the terraces represented in the diagram No. 73.
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are formed on the face of the thick and easily excavated
red sandstone ; but it is only on the left (east) bank of
the Severn that they are conspicuous, because this is the
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