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29. MARINE AND FRESH-WATER SHELLS OF
THE TERTIARY STRATA.— So numerous are the
shells of the tertiary epoch, already determined by
naturalists, that they exceed one-half of the known
living spec i_'fs, amountmg' {0 nearly three.thousand.

;' ady seent ﬂmt some of the strata are
i iy composed of these remams in a
broken anﬁ ct)mplessed state : at Newh”a.ven, in
Sussex, many seams in the arglllaceousi beds wholly
consist of 'shell- dusl‘.k In other locahnes the shells
occur in the mosi_ Perfect state; ‘and Grlgnon, a
few leaouea from rfs, has long been celebrated
for its beautifal: fasmls, hundredﬁ -of species of
shells peculiar: to’ fhe older ter__"i"" ‘_.'"".'_"strata having
been collected: inr ¢ Gne spot alonet ithese belong to
the Caleaire gﬂm‘t&)‘, and many oi‘ theigspecws occur
in the London and ﬁampshlre hmns, and Bognor
rocks. I have seleeted a few spﬁelmeﬂs, from those
in my possessron, ‘to conv‘e‘y An idea of . '_'_j T )
characters a:ﬂd appearaneae (’L{&b 38 ) O

lnqulrel‘ Wﬂl endeavour to ﬁx them o on
yet it is useful to point out to you | the characters
which preva11 in theSe tertiary beds ;. for; as I have
already stated, certain fossils are peeculiar-to certain
strata, and 'the experienced geologist can often, at a
glance, determine the relative antiquity of a deposit
by an examination of a few species of shells. .- The
whole: of i-these -forms must: be -familiar to you,.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1839-Mantell-Geology/README.htm


