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be seen on the plains, with swine, and horses, and
oxen ; and wolves in the woods and forests. And
I beheld human beings, clad in the skins of animals,
and armed with clubs and spears; and they had
formed themselves habitations in caves, constructed
huts for shelter, inclosed pastures for cattle, and
were endeavouring to cultivate the soil. And a
thousand years elapsed, and I revisited the country,
and a viilage had been built upon the sea-shore, and
its inhabitants supported themselves by fishing ;
and they had erected a temple on the neighbouring
hill, and dedicated it to their patron saint. And
the adjacent country was studded with towns and
villages; and the downs were covered with flocks,
and the valleys with herds, and the corn-fields
and pastures were in a high state of cultivation,
denoting an industrious and peaceful community.
And lastly, after an interval of many centuries, 1
arrived once more, and the village was swept away,
and its site covered by the waves; but in the
valley and on the hills above the cliffs a beautiful
city appeared ; with its palaces, its temples, and its
thousand edifices, and its streets teeming with a
busy population in the highest state of civilization ;
the resort of the nobles of the land, the residence
of the monarch of a mighty empire. And I
perceived many of its intelligent inhabitants ga-
thering together the vestiges of the beings which
had lived and died, and whose very forms were
now obliterated from the face of the earth, and
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