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Ireland. In Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, Shrop-
shire, North and South Wales, and Derbyshire,
this limestone constitutes as it were an entire cal-
careous mass, which is interposed between the old
red sandstone, or where that is wanting, between
the more ancient silurian and slate rocks below,
and the sandstone and shales of the coal above. In
Cumberland and Westmoreland, &ec. it appears as
an elevated belt, which partly surrounds the Cum-
brian slate mountains, and forms, on the west, a
ridge nearly three thousand feet in height. In
Derbyshire the grand physical features of the
country are produced by the mountain limestone,
which rises into crags or peaks, and hills, present-
ing bold precipitous escarpments, and giving rise to
the wildest and most picturesque scenery. Pro-
fessor Phillips estimates the thickness of the lower
division of limestones with shale partings (pro-
vincially termed scar-limestones), in Derbyshire, at
750 feet ; the alternations of shale, sandstone, lime-
stone, and ironstone, which surmount the former,
at 500 feet; and the cappings of millstone-grit
which form the summits of the hills, at 360 feet.
The encrinital or Derbyshire marble (page 588)
has already been described ; marbles with shells and
corals also occur, and are _em_poned for _ornamental
purposes. In some parts of this district, and in the
Mendip. hills, layers and nodules of the silicious
substance called ckert, are imbedded in the cal-
careous rock, like the flints in chalk. The masses



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1839-Mantell-Geology/README.htm


