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explosions—sometimes more than fwenfy—in the air
at once. These stones were thrown up perpendicu-
larly, in the shape of a wide-spreading sheaf, pro-
ducing the most magnificent effect imaginable.
The smallest stones appeared to be of the size of
cannon-balls ; the greater were like bomb-shells ;
but others were pieces of rock, five or six cubic feet
in size, and some of most enormous dimensions :
the latter generally fell on the ridge of the crater,
and rolled down its sides, splitting into fragments
as they struck against the hard and cutting masses
of cold lava. The smoke emitted by the smaller
cone was white, and its appearance inconceivably
grand and beautiful ; but the other crater, though
less active, was much more terrible ; and the thick
blackness of its gigantic volumes of smoke partly
concealed the fire which it vomited. Occasionally
both burst forth at the same instant, and with the
most tremendous fury ; sometimes mingling their
ejected stones.

‘“If any person could accurately fancy the effect
of 500,000 sky-rockets darting up at once to a «
height of three or four thousand feet, and then
falling back in the shape of red-hot balls, shells, and
large rocks of fire, he might have an idea of a single
explosion of this burning mountain; but it is
doubtful whether any imagination can conceive the
effect of one hundred of such explosions in the
space of five minutes, or of twelve hundred or more
in the course of an hour, as we saw them! Yet



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1839-Mantell-Geology/README.htm


