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and less manifest, and were at length reduced to a
few shells, corals, and sea-weeds ; these finally dis-
appeared, and dubious indications of infusoria were
the last vestiges of organic life.

42. SUCCESSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ORGANIC
KINgGDoMS.—If we reverse the order of the argu-
ment, and pass in succession from the ancient to the
modern epoch—from the regions of sterility and
desolation, to those in which animal and vegetable
life were profusely developed—we obtain the fol-
lowing results :— |

Geological For- Character of the Fossil Character of the Fossil
mations, Fauna. Flora.
Granite....counessenss INfUSOTIB?? sevsresesreersssseennsss NO traces of vege-
tables.

Lower slate system Corals and shells (brachiopoda) Fuci?

Upper slate system Corals, crmozdea, shellq, and} Fuci
trilobiles vovvesveracsnes B

Silurian system ... Corals, crinoidea, orﬂzocera,

and other shells, trilobites, ; Fuci.

JOSRES saeasossnressascssasansanionesase
(Several hundred spe-
cies of plants; the
vascular cryptoga-
mia largely deve-
loped. Palms, tree-
ferns, conifere. Di-
cotyledonous plants
very rare.

Corals, crinoidea, cephalopoda,
shells, both marine (chiefly
brachiopoda)and fresh-water; <
trilobites, insects, sawuroid
Jishes, repliles, birds??? ......

Carboniferous
BYStemM ....coass

\
Uppersecondary.., Corals and shells of all orders; |
crinoidea, fishes, insects, be-
lemnites, ammonites, &c. }Zamie, Liliacee.
Repliles, both marine and Palms.
terrestrial, of numerous ge- Tree ferns.
nera and species; and many Coniferze.
of gigantic size. Twoor three Dicotyledonous
genera of marsupial mamma- trees rare.
lia—Didelphis; and one of
bi'rds—!f'fdea BssDEs R BN eER IR RES
Tertialy esueesanens Terresirial, herbivorous, and
carnivorous mammalia. The §Dicotyledonous trees
numerical proportion of rep- { prevail; conifere ;
tiles comparatively small. { palms, tree ferns,
Monkeys, birds, fishes, and | &c.
all the existing orders .........

Modern epoch...... MAN, and contemporary ani-]} Remains of the exist-
mals SIS ARE R NSE AR PRR PRR BN RAN AR NEN Ing vegetatlont
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