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LECTURE VI.
PART 1.

1 TressaLoNiaNs V. 21.  Prove all things: hold fast that
which is good.

WE are born for great and noble purposes. The ob-
ject of existence, to every rational creature, is to enjoy a
conscious union, in approbation, delight, and conformity,
with the Being who is supreme in all excellence. To love
and obey him is to secure our own happiness, and to ac-
quire the best means of promoting that of every other
being within our influence. If our minds be not dead to
just feeling, we must be sensible that this is a necessary
truth: and its undeniable concomitants are accountable-
ness and retribution, stretching out into immortality. To
that immortality of moral purity and happiness, the Rev-
elation from Gop, contained in the Scriptures, is our only
guide. Clearly then, it is the duty of every man to ap-
prehend, with the most complete intelligence and satis-
faction that he can attain, the contents and evidences of
that Revelation ; and to remove out of the way every ob-
stacle to a complete ‘‘assurance of faith.” Among the
Christians of the apostolic age, there was a variety of
talents for the understanding of sacred subjects, their ex-
plication, and their communication to others. Some of
these were of an extraordinary kind, depending for their
existence and exercise upon peculiar communications
from the Sovereign of all minds, who, in order to give the -

fullest proofs of divine authority, in the introduction of
Christianity, confirmed it by wisely adapted miracles.
Among these was the gift of Prophecy. The meaning of
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