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it. But it was adapted to the nature and habits of such animals and

vegetables as we now find entombed in the rocks. The overflowing
benevolence of the Deity, therefore, led him to place such beings

upon it; and thus to communicate a vast amount of happiness, which
seems to be a grand object in all his plans and operations. The veg
etables that existed in those early periods have been converted, in the

course of time, into the various species of coal now dug from the

bowels of the earth; while the remains of the animals of those times
have become changed into limestone. Even those violent volcanic

agencies, by which the successive races of plants and animals have

been suddenly destroyed, have probably introduced into the upper

part of the earth's crust, various metallic veins very important to hu
man happiness. And in all this, we see indications of that same be

nevolent foresight and care for supplying the wants of his creatures,

to which out daily-experience of God's goodness testifies." Hitch

cock's Geol. of Massachusetts; p. 250.
Prof. Hitchcock having adduced strong evidence to prove that an

extensive denudation has, at some time, taken place in the New Red

Sandstone on the Connecticut river, proceeds to say:
" The immense

period requisite to wear away such a mass of rock as this theory sup

poses to have once occupied the whole valley of the Connecticut, will

seem to most minds the strongest objection against its adoption: I
mean, supposing it to have been effected by such causes as are operat
ing at present. But this is not a solitary example, in which geolog
ical phenomena indicate the operation of existing causes, through
periods of duration inconceivably long. We may, in this case indeed,
as I have already shown, suppose the occurrence of numerous deluges
in the earlier periods of our globe. Still, even with the aid of such

catastrophes, the work must have been immensely protracted. And

why should we hesitate to admit the existence of our globe through
periods as long as geological researches require; since the sacred
record does not declare the time of its original creation; and since
such a view of its antiquity enlarges our ideas of the operations of
the Deity in respect to duration, as much as Astronomy does in re

gard to space
' Instead of bringing us into collision with Moses, it

seems to me that Geology furnishes us with some of the grandest
conceptions of the Divine attributes and plans to be found in the whole
circle of human knowledge." Lb. p. 226.
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