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Sheppey, &c.), but few instructions are required.
The silicified and calcareous stems are generally easy
of extraction, even when imbedded in hard stone, and
if broken can be repaired with glue. When the
stems bear the imprints of leaf-stalks, (as in Lign.
30 and 44.) the surrounding stone should be care-
fully examined, with the view of detecting impres-
sions, or other indications of the foliage. Delicate
leaves in clay, or shale, must not be washed ; a thin
coat of mastic varnish, applied with a camel-hair
pencil, will preserve them, and render them more
distinct. 'When a leaf, fruit, seed-vessel, or other
fragile object is attached to clay or friable sandstone,
it is advisable to glue the specimen to a piece of
thin wood or pasteboard, of suitable proportions.

ON THE INVESTIGATION OF THE FOSSIL REMAINS OF
VEGETABSLES.

VEGETABLE ORGANIZATION.—As fragments of
the stems or trunks, and branches, are very often
the only vestiges of many species of fossil plants, a
knowledge of the characters by which the principal
divisions of the vegetable kingdom may be distin-
guished by their internal structure, is indispensable
to the successful investigation of the Flora of the
ancient world. Although I have treated of this
subject in the Wonders of Geology, (Wond. p. 622.)
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