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genus are more abundant in the lower division, the

Chalk-marl. A large and beautiful species, Nau-

tilus clegans (JJ'Iin. Conch. tab. 116.), is not unusual

in the marl-pits near Lewes, Clayton, Steyning, &c.

and may be considered as characteristic of that

portion of the Cretaceous deposits. The first spe

cimen discovered was from (Foss. South D. Tab.

XX.) the marl-bank immediately at the foot of the

mound on which stands the church of HAMSEY, a

little hamlet on the north of Lewes; a spot from

which I obtained numerous other S cephalopodous

shells, at that time unknown as British species. The

collocation of fossils at Hamsey, is similar to that

observable in the quarries at St. Catherine's Mount,

near Rouen. These remains only occur as casts,

no vestige of the shell remaining; but sections will

sometimes show the situation of the siphon, its tube

being filled with a different material from that which

occupies the cells. This is exemplified in the sec

tion of a smaller species (N. pseudo-elegans, Lign.

105. fig. 2.), in which the channel of the siphon is

filled with a dark-coloured marl, a; the lines formed

by the section of the smooth septa are also shown.

In the same lignograph, fig. 3, a front view and

profile of another marl Nautilite is figured.*

* The student will find a section of the shell of the recent

Nautilus a very instructive object of comparison, in the in

vestigation of the fossils of this family.
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