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With regard to the zoological affinities between

the living and extinct species of testaceous Cepha

lopoda, Dr. Buckland remarks, "that they are all

connected by one plan of organization; each forming

a link in the common chain which unites the exist

ing species, with those that prevailed among the

earliest conditions of life upon our globe; and all

attesting the identity of the design that has effected

so many similar ends, through such a variety of in

struments, the principle of whose construction is, in

every species, fundamentally the same.

"Throughout the various living and extinct genera

of these beings, the use of the air-chambers and

siphon of their shells, to adjust the specific gravity

of the animals in rising and sinking, appears to have

been identical. The addition of a new transverse

plate within the coiled shell, added a new air-chamber,

larger than the preceding one, to counterbalance the

increase of weight that attended the growth of the

shell and body of these animals" (Bd. p. 380.).

The occurrence of the Nautilus, and its congeners,

among the earliest traces of the animal kingdom,

and their continuance throughout the immense

periods during which the family of Ammonitida3

was created, flourished, and became extinct, and

the existence of species of the same genus at the

present time, are facts too remarkable to have

escaped the notice even of those who are not pro

fessed cultivators of geological science; and I am

induced to quote the following beautiful lines, by
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