http://geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1844-Mantell-MedalsCreation/README.htm

ON DEVELOPING FOSSIL FISHES. 677

reduced to a convenient size, and the edges sawn
smooth. The chalk is easily cut with a carpenter’s
saw ; the instrument should be short and strong,
and the teeth of moderate size.

When a portion of the body of an Ichthyolite
of this kind is found in a block of chalk, and the
fracture of the block appears to be recent, diligent
search shonld be made for the corresponding piece ;
for it may probably be found to contain the other
part of the fish. A splendid specimen of Osme-
roides Lewesiensts, more than a foot long, was thus
obtained. The quarrymen, in a block of chalk
which a recent fall had thrown down, discovered a
few inches of the caudal portion of the body of a
fish ; on the broken surface of the stone, a section
of the body was distinctly seen; as in the specimen
previously described. Search was made among the
fallen masses for the corresponding piece, but with-
out success. Upon observing the face of the quarry
exposed by the recent fall, on a projecting block,
many yards above our reach, a discoloured spot was
indistinctly seen, and it was conjectured that this
might prove to be the other moiety of the Ichthyo-
lite. The workmen were directed to preserve this
block if possible ; but it remained #n sitw several
months, and until the rock was again blasted;
when the stone so long coveted, rolled away from
the fallen mass, and fortunately was soon discovered.
It proved to be the corresponding portion of the
fish ; with the head, opercula, branchial arches,
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