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been imbedded entire, and soon after its death, for the

parts of the skeleton were found but little displaced,

and the very few bones that are wanting, are such

as might easily have escaped the search of the col

lector. But this magnificent specimen of the extinct

fauna of South America must be seen to be pro

perly appreciated. The skeleton measures eleven

feet from the fore part of the skull to the extremity

of the tail, the latter being three feet in length;

the circumference of the trunk around the tenth

pair of ribs, is nine feet nine inches; the Mega

therium is eighteen feet in length, and its girth four

teen and a half feet. These particulars will serve to

convey an idea of the relative size of these gigantic

animals. From certain peculiarities in the con

struction of the skeleton of the Mylodon, Professor

Owen, perceiving from the teeth that it was a vege

table feeder, and probably lived on leaves and the

tender buds of trees, and its enormous bulk and

weight forbidding the assumption that it climbed

up trees and suspended itself by the branches, like

the diminutive existing Sloths, assigns to this

creature the task of uprooting and felling trees, and

feeding upon the foliage of the forests it laid pro

strate. A remarkable development of the substance

of the bones of the skull, is presumed to have been

a provision against the fatal effects of a fracture of

the cranium, to which the Mylodon, from its sup

posed uprooting propensities, is conjectured to

have been peculiarly exposed; 'and the skull 'of the
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