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pecirnen in the College bears proofs of having had

two fractures,. from both of which the animal re

covered. Bat whoever looks at the skeleton will

perceive that the fore-feet are admirably adapted

for seizing and wrenching off the branches, and the

hinder feet for clasping the trunk of a large tree;

and there is nothing to forbid the supposition, that

the animal could obtain a constant and ready supply,

of food, by climbing up the stem to a sufficient

height, and wrenching off the branches. Pro

fessor Owen states, that the Mylodon unites the

two great groups of the Unguiculata (animals with

nails and claws), and the Ungulata (hoofed animals),

for it has both hoofs and claws on the same feet.

The dental organs consist of four molars on each

side the lower, and five on each side the upper jaw.

The teeth are implanted in very deep sockets, and

are of the same size and form throughout, with a

conical pulp-cavity at the base, indicating that their

growth continued during the life of the animal. In

structure they resemble those of the Megatheium,

and Sloth (Bradypus); being composed of a pillar

of coarse dentine, traversed by numerous vascular

or medullary canals, which is invested with a layer

of very fine, dense dentine, with minute calcigerous

tubes, and the whole surrounded by a thick coating

of cementum: no enamel enters into their compo

sition.*




*
Description of the Mylodon, p. 24.
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