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one exceedingly like it, somewhat lower in the series, that

perhaps most of the interesting shells of this district are to

be procured. If we proceed from this little break or chine

westward, for about forty paces parallel to the coast, and

then in the direction of a line at right angle to the cliff, and

at the time of low water, we shall find, near the low-water

mark, the bed we have described as abounding in fossils,

exposed by the action of the sea in the most favourable

manner. At this spot Venericardia planicosta is found

literally by thousands, with the valves united, the shells

resting upon their edges, and packed close to each other,

exactly in the manner that we might expect to have found

them, supposing them to have been recent shells with the

animals yet inhabiting them. Comparatively very few are

gaping, and their condition and position strikingly impress

upon the mind, the idea that, when alive, they must have

inhabited the spot from which they are now disinterred;

especially as there are numerous small and fragile species of

other well-known London Clay shells, which could not have

remained whole had they been subjected to much attrition

amid the larger shells surrounding them. On the sands in

the vicinity of this spot, I found large masses of Nummularia

icevigata cemented together, and numerous detached specimens

of the same shell.

"At the eastern extremityof this bed, which, at the time of

my visit, was opened for about fifty yards, I found Sanguino-
lana Hoiowasii, a rare and fragile, but very beautiful shell,

in a fine state of preservation. At about twenty or thirty

yards westward of the western end of this interesting patch
of shells, there are large blocks of this bed, which, being of

a firmer texture than the surrounding parts of the deposit,
have suffered less from the action of the water, and project
about twelve or eighteen inches above the surrounding sand,

and, by presenting an obstruction to the ebbing tide, they

usually induce the formation of a small pool amidst which

they stand. At the south-eastern side of this pool, on one
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