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972 THE MEDALS OF CREATION. Crar. XXV.

“In that species of beauty which in landscape scenery
approaches to grandeur, it is unequalled in Derbyshire. The
parts of which it is composed are of the first order of fine
things, and they are combined with a felicity that but rarely
occurs in nature. Scarthing-Rock, the woods of Willersley
Castle, Matlock High Tor, the hills of Masson, Crich, and
Riber, are all noble objects ; and the rude masses that consti-
tute the foreground of the picture, are thrown together, and
grouped and coloured in a manner strikingly picturesque. I
have scaled the highest eminences in the mountainous dis-
tricts of Derbyshire—seen from their summits the lovely
dales that repose in tranquil beauty at their base—marked
the multitude of hills included within the wide horizon they
command, and my heart has thrilled with emotion at the
sight; but not an eminence that I ever before ascended—not
a prospect, however rich and varied, which I thence beheld—
is at all comparable with the view from Stonnis.” *

Every one possessed of taste and feeling, who
gazes upon this glorious landscape, will partake, in
a greater or lesser degree, of the emotions thus
finely expressed by the ardent lover of the sublime
and beautiful in nature; but to the natural philoso-
pher, the physical characters of this enchanting
region are fraught with a deeper interest, and present
subjects for the most profound contemplation. To
him the rocks and the mountains are the grand
monuments of nature, on which are inscribed the
history of the physical revolutions of the globe, which
took place in periods incalculably remote, and long
antecedent to the creation of the human race. They

* Derbyshire Tourist’s Guide, p. 42.
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