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2 HARBOUR OF HALIFAX. CHAP. 1

regions, we could hardly be persuaded that we were
not beholding land, so distinct and well-defined was its
outline, and such the varieties of light and shade, that
some of our Canadian fellow-passengers compared it to
the patches of cleared.and uncleared country on the
north shore of the St. Lawrence. These fogs are
caused by the meeting, over the great banks, of the
warm waters of the gulf stream flowing from the south,
and colder currents, often charged with floating ice,
from the north, by which very opposite states in the
relative temperature of the sea and atmosphere are pro-
duced in spaces closely contiguous. In places where
the sea is warmer than the air, fogs are generated.

When the eye has been accustomed for many days
to the deep blue of the central Atlantic, the greener
tint of the sea over the banks is refreshing. We were
within 150 miles of the southern point of Newfound-
land when we crossed these banks, over which the
shallowest water is said to be about thirty-five fathoms
deep. 'The bottom consists of fine sand, which must
be often ploughed up by icebergs, for several of them
were seen aground here by some of our passengers on
the 31st of July last. The captain tells us that the
worst months for crossing the Atlantic to and from
Halifax are February and March, and the most agree-
able ones, July, August, and September. 'T’he nearer
we approached the American coast, the more beautiful
and brilliant were the sunsets. We sometimes com-
pared the changing hues of the clouds and sky to the
blue and red colours in a pigeon’s neck.

July 31.—On the eleventh day of our voyage we
sailed directly into the harbour of Halifax, which by its
low hills of granite and slate, covered with birch and
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