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CHar. 1 ARRIVAL AT BOSTON. 3

spruce fir, reminded me more of a Norwegian fiord,
such as that of Christiania, than any other place I had
seen. I landed here for six hours, with my wife, du-
ring which we had time to drive about the town, and
see the museurn, where I was shown a large fossil tree
filled with sandstone, recently sent from strata contain-
ing coal in the interior. I resolved to examine these
before returning to England, as they appeared, by the
description given us, to afford the finest examples yet
known in the world of petrified trees occurring in their
natural or erect position.

Letters, which we had written on the voyage, being
now committed to the post-office at Halifax, were taken
up next day by the Caledonia steam-ship for England,
and in less than a month from the time of our quitting
London, our friends in remote parts of Great Britain
(in Scotland and in Devonshire) were reading an
account of the harbour of Halifax, of the Micmac
Indians with their Esquimaux features, paddling about
in canoes of birch bark, and other novelties seen on the
shores of the New World. It required the aid of the
recently established railroads at home, as well as the
Atlantic steam-packets, to render such rapid correspond-
ence possible.

August 2.—A run of about thirty hours carried us
to Boston, which we reached in twelve and a half days
after leaving Liverpool. 'The heat here is intense, the
harbour and city beautiful, the air clear and entirely
free from smoke, so that the shipping may be seen far
off, at the end of many of the streets. 'The Tremont
Hotel merits its reputation as one of the best in the
world. Recollecting the contrast of every thing French
when 1 first crossed the straits of Dover, I am aston-
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