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chologists, I am convinced that the greater part of these

identifications are correct; and, in the place of some

considered as doubtful, there are others not enumera

ted in Dr. Gould's catalogue, which may be substituted,

so as to establish a result for which few geologists were

prepared, viz. that one third, or about 35 per cent, of

the marine shells of this part of America are the same

as those on the opposite side of the Atlantic; a large

part of the remainder consisting of geographical repre

sentatives, and a fraction only of the whole aflbrding

characteristic or peculiar forms. I shall have many

opportunities of pointing out the geological bearing of

this curious, and to me very unexpected, fact.

Several excavations made for railways in the neigh

bourhood of Boston, through mounds of stratified and

unstratified gravel and sand, and also through rock,

enabled me to recognise the exact resemblance of this

part of New England to the less elevated regions of

Norway and Sweden, where granitic rocks are strewed

over irregularly with sand and blocks of stone, forming

a gently undulating country with numerous ponds and

small lakes. Indeed, had I not been constantly re

minded that I was in America, by the distinctness of

the plants, and the birds flying about in the woods, the

geological phenomena would have led me to suppose

myself in Scotland, or some other part of Northern

Europe. These heaps of sand and pebbles are en

tirely devoid of shells or organic remains, and occasion

ally huge rounded blocks, brought from a great distance,

rest upon them, or are buried in them. The heaps are

mainly composed, however, of the materials of neigh

bouring rocks. At some points the superficial gravel

has been pierced to the depth of 100, and even more
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