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10 NEW HAVEN. CHAP. I

tinct joints which divide the sandstone contrast finely
with the divisional planes which separate the basalt into
pillars. The evidence of alteration by heat at the
point of contact is very marked, and has been well de-
scribed by Dr. Silliman in a paper on the rocks of this
place.

The city of New Haven, with a population of
14,000 souls, possesses, like Springfield, fine avenues of
trees in its streets, which mingle agreeably with the
buildings of the university, and the numerous churches,
of which we counted near twenty steeples. When
attending service, according to the Presbyterian form,
in the College chapel on Sunday, I could scarcely
believe I was not in Scotland.

In an expedition to the north of the town, accom-
panied by Professor Silliman, his son, and Mr. Percival,
a geologist to whom the execution of the State Survey
of Connecticut was entrusted, I examined the red sand-
stone (New Red) and intrusive volcanic rocks (basalt
and greenstone) of this neighbourhood. Dykes of
various sizes intersect the stratified rocks, and occasion-
ally flow in great tabular masses nearly parallel to the
strata, so as to have the ‘picturesque effect of cappings
of columnar basalt, although Mr. Percival has shown
that they are in reality intrusive, and alter the strata
in contact both above and below. 'The Kast and
West Rocks near New Haven, crowned with trap, bear
a strong resemblance in their outline and general as-
pect to Salisbury Crags, and other hills of the same
structure near Edinburgh.

We saw in Hampden parish, lat. 41° 19', on the
summit of a high hill of sandstone, a huge erratic
block of greenstone, 100 feet in circumference, and pro-
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