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times in that same city, to the infinite confusion of the

inhabitants and their letter-carriers.

At Troy I visited Professor Eaton, who published in

1824, in his "Survey of the Erie Canal," the earliest

account of the Niagara district, dividing the rocks into

groups, nearly all of which have been since adopted

by the New York surveyors. The mind of this pio

neer in American geology was still in full activity, and

his zeal unabated; but a few months after my visit he

died at an advanced age.
I next examined, in company with Mr. Hall, two

swamps, situated in Albany and Greene counties, west

of the Hudson river, where the remains of a Mastodon

occurred, in both places at the depth of four or five

feet, in shell-marl, with recent species of shells. These

deposits of marl covered with peat are newer than the

boulder formation, and cattle have very lately been

mired in the same bogs. In similar situations in Scot

land and England we find only the remains of existing
mammalia; and although on the banks of the Thames

and elsewhere we discover the bones of the extinct

elephant and rhinoceros associated with recent land

and freshwater shells (mingled, however, with some

few exotic species), the strata in which they lie do not

belong precisely, like those in New York, to the most

modern geographical condition of the country.
We then made a tour to the Helderberg Mountains,

S. W. of Albany, to see the Upper Silurian strata, and
to study their fossils in the museum of Mr. Gebhard at

Schoharie. The depth of the valleys, and some precip
itous cliffs of limestone, render this region more pic

turesque than is usual where the strata are undisturbed.
I rejoiced to see the sugar-maple (Acer sacchariiz?c.s),
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