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ever good breeding exists heie in the middle classes is
certainly not of foreign importation ; and John Bull,
in particular, when out of humour with the manners
of the Americans, is often unconsciously beholding his
own image in the mirror, or comparing one class of
society in the United States with another in his own
country, which ought, from superior affluence and lei-
sure, to exhibit a higher standard of refinement and
intelligence.

We have now seen the two largest cities, many
towns and villages, besides some of the back settlements,
of New York and the New England States; an ex-
emplification, I am told, of a population amounting to
about five millions of souls. We have met with no
beggars, witnessed no signs of want, but everywhere
the most unequivocal proofs of prosperity and rapid
progress in agriculture, commerce, and great public
works. As these states are, some of them, entirely
free from debt, and the rest have punctually paid the
interest of Government loans, it would be most unjust
to apply to them the disparaging comment ¢ that it is
easy to go ahead with borrowed money.” In spite of
the constant influx of uneducated and pennyless ad-
venturers from Furope, I believe it would be impossi-
ble to find five millions in any other region of the globe
whose average moral, social, and intellectual condition
standsso high. One convincing evidence of their well-
being has not, I think, been sufficiently dwelt upon by
foreigners: 1 allude to the difficulty of obtaining and
retaining young American men and women for a series
of years in domestic service, an occupation by no means
considered as degrading here, for they are highly paid,
and treated almost as equals. But so long as they en-
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