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seemed a novelty to us after the eye had dwelt for so
many hundreds of miles on native forests and new
clearings. 'T'he streets of Philadelphia rival the finest
Dutch towns in cleanliness, and the beautiful avenues
of various kinds of trees afford a most welcome shade
in summer. We were five days here, and every night
there was an alarm of fire, usually a false one ; but
the noise of the firemen was tremendous. At the head
of the procession came a runner blowing a horn with a
deep unearthly sound, next a long team of men (for
no horses are employed) drawing a strong rope to which
the ponderous engine was attached with a large bell at
the top, ringing all the way; next followed a mob,
some with torches, others shouting loudly; and before
they were half out of hearing, another engine follows
with a like escort; the whole affair resembling a scene
in Der Freischutz or Robert le Diable, rather than
an act in real life. It is, however, no sham, for these
young men are ready to risk their lives in extinguish-
ing a fire ; and as an apology for their disturbing the
peace of the city when there was no cause, we were
told “that the youth here require excitement!” They
manage these matters as effectively at Boston without
turmoil.
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