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number of details. Starting from the shores of the

Atlantic, on the eastern side of the Continent, we first

come to a low region (A, B), which was called the allu

vial plain by the first geographers. It is occupied by

tertiary and cretaceous strata nearly horizontal, and

containing in general no hard and solid rocks, and is

usually not more than from 50 to 100 feet high, from

New Jersey to Virginia. In these states this zone

is not many leagues in breadth, but it acquires a

breadth of 100 and 150 miles in the Southern States,

and a height of several hundred feet towards its west

ern limits. The next belt, from B to c, consists of

granitic rocks (hypogene), chiefly gneiss and mica

schist, covered occasionally with unconformable red

sandstone, No. 4 (New Red ?), remarkable for its orni

thicnites. Sometimes also this sandstone rests on the

edges of the disturbed paleozoic rocks (as seen in the

Section). The region (B, c), sometimes called the "At

lantic Slope," corresponds nearly in average width with

the low and flat plain (A, B), and is characterised by
hills of moderate height, contrasting strongly, in their

rounded shape arid altitude, with the long, steep, and

lofty parallel ridges of the Alleghany mountains. The

out-crop of the- strata in these ridges, like the two belts

of hypôgene and newer rocks (A, B, and B, c), above

alluded to, when laid down on a geological map, ex

hibit long stripes of different colours, running in a

N. E. and S. W. direction, in the same way as the

lias, chalk, and other secondary formations in the mid

dle and eastern half of England.
The narrow and parallel zones of the Appalachians

here mentioned consist of strata, folded into a succes-

sion of convex and concave flexures, subsequently laid
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