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of the faded leaves, scarlet, purple, and yellow, to that
of tulips. It is now the Indian summer, a season of
warm sunny weather, which often succeeds to the first
frost and rain, a time which the Indians employed in
hunting and laying up a store of game for the winter.
Boston, Oct. 14. to Dec. 3. 1841.—1t is fortunate
that Boston is at once a flourishing commercial port,
and the seat of the best endowed university in Ameri-
ca, for Cambridge, where Harvard College is situated,
1s so near, that it may be considered as a suburb of the
metropolis. The medical lectures, indeed, are delivered
in the city, where the great hospitals are at hand.
The mingling of the professors, both literary and sci-
entific, with the eminent lawyers, clergymen, physicians.
and principal merchants of the place, forms a society
of a superior kind ; and to these may be added severa
persons, who, having inherited ample fortunes, have
successfully devoted their lives to original researches in
history, and other departments. It is also a political
advantage of no small moment that the legislature as-
sembles here, as its members, consisting in great part
‘of small proprietors farming their own land, are thus
brought into contact with a community in a very ad-
vanced state of civilisation, so that they are under the
immediate check of an enlightened public opinion. It
is far more usual to place the capital, as it is called, in
the centre of the State, often in some small village or
town of no importance, and selected from mere geogra-
phical consideratians, which might well be disregarded
in a country enjoying such locomotive facilities. An
immense sacrifice is then required from those men of
independent fortune, who, for patriotic motives, must
leave the best society of a large city, to spend the win-
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