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rooms, to which many of the public resort for amuse-
ment as they might formerly have done to a play, after
the labours of the day are over. If the selection of
teachers be in good hands, institutions of this kind can-
not fail to exert a powerful influence inimproving the taste
and intellectual condition of the people, especially where
college is quitted at an early age for the business of ac-
tive life, and where there is always danger in a com-
mercial community that the desire of money-making
may be carried to excess. It is, moreover, peculiarly
desirable in a democratic state, where the public mind
1s apt to be exclusively absorbed in politics, and in a
country where the free competition of rival sects has a
tendency to produce not indifferentism, as some at
home may be disposed to think, but too much excite-
ment in religious matters.

We are informed by Mr. Everett, late governor of
Massachusetts (since minister of the U. S. in England),
that before the existence of the Lowell Foundation,
twenty-six courses of lectures were delivered in Boston,
without including those which consisted of less than
eight lectures, and these courses were attended in the
aggregate by about 13,500 persons. But notwithstand-
ing the popularity of this form of instruction, the
means of the literary and scientific institutions of the
city were wholly inadequate to hold out a liberal and
certain reward to men of talent and learning. There
were some few instances of continuous courses deliver-
ed by men of eminence; but the task more commonly
devolved upon individuals who cultivated the art of
speaking merely to become the vehicles of second-
hand information, and who were not entitled to speak
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