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with authority, and from the fulness of their own
knowledge.”

The rich who have had a liberal education, who
know how to select the best books, and can afford to
purchase them, who can retreat into the quiet of their
libraries from the noise of their children, and, if they
please, obtain the aid of private tuition, may doubt the
utility of public lectures on the fine arts, history, and
the physical sciences. But oral instruction is, in fact,
the only means by which the great mass of the
middling and lower classes can have their thoughts
turned to these subjects, and it is the fault of the high-
er classes if the information they receive be unsound,
and if the business of the teacher be not held in high
honour. 'The whole body of the clergy in every coun-
try, and, under popular forms of government, the
leading politicians, have been in all ages convinced that
they must avail themselves of this method of teaching,
if they would influence both high and low. No the-
ological dogma is so abstruse, no doctrine of political
economy or legislative science so difficult, as to be
deemed unfit to be preached from the pulpit, or incul-
cated on the hustings. The invention of printing, fol-
lowed by the rapid and general dispersion of the cheap
daily newspaper, or the religious tract, have been by
no means permitted to supersede the instrumentality of
oral teaching, and the powerful sympathy and excite-
ment created by congregated numbers. If the leading
patrons and cultivators of literature and physical science
neglect this ready and efficacious means of interesting
the multitude in their pursuits, they are wanting to

* See ¢ Everett’s Memoir of John Lowell.” Boston, 1840.
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