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this vast sum is so nearly consumed, that it is doubtful

whether the remaining funds will, suffice for the com

pletion of the palace-.splendid, indeed, but extremely

ill-fitted for a school-house! It is evident that when a

passion so strong as that for building is to be resisted,

total abstinence alone, as in the case of spirituous li

quors, will prove an adequate safeguard. In the "old

country," the same fatal propensity has stood in the

way of all the most spirited efforts of modern times to

establish and endow new institutions for the diffusion of

knowledge. It is well known that the sum expended

in the purchase of the ground, and in the erection of

that part of University College, London, the exterior of

which is nearly complete, exceeded 100,0001., one-third

of which was spent on the portico and dome, or the

purely ornamental, the rooms under the dome having

remained useless, and not even fitted up at the expira

tion of fifteen years. When the professor of chemistry

enquired for the chimney. of his laboratory, he was in

formed that there was none, and to remove the defect, a

flue was run up which encroached on a handsome

staircase, and destroyed the symmetry of the architect's

design. Still greater was the dismay of the anatomical

professor on learning that his lecture room was to con

form to the classical model of an ancient theatre, de

signed for the recitation of Greek plays. Sir Charles

Bell remarked that an anatomical theatre, to be perfect,
should approach as nearly as possible to the shape of a

well, that every student might look down and see dis

tinctly the subject under demonstration. At a consider

able cost the room was altered, so as to serve the ends

for which it was wanted.

The liberal sums contributed by the public for the


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


