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year, under penalty of a heavy fine. If this regulation
is infringed, informers are not wanting, for there is a
strong sympathy in the public mind with all acts of
the legislature, enforcing education. 'The Bostonians
submit to pay annually for public instruction in their
city alone, the sum of 30,0001. sterling, which is about
equal to the parliamentary grant of this year (1841) for
the whole of England, while the sum raised for free
schools in the state this year, by taxes for wages of
teachers, and their board, and exclusive of funds for
building, exceeds 100,0001. sterling.

The law ordains, that every district containing fifty
families shall maintain one school, for the support of
which the inhabitants are required to tax themselves,
and to appoint committees annually for managing the
funds, and choosing their own schoolmasters. The
Bible is allowed to be read in all, and is actually read
in nearly all the schools; but the law prohibits the use
of books “calculated to favour the tenets of any par-
ticular sect of Christians.” Parents and guardians are
expected to teach their own children, or to procure
them to be taught, what they believe to be religious
truth, and for this purpose, besides family worship and
the pulpit, there are Sunday-schools. The system
works well among this church-building and church-
going population.

As there is no other region in Anglo-saxondom, con-
taining 750,000 souls, where national education has
been carried so far, it is important to enquire to what
combination of causes its success is mainly to be attrib-
uted. First, there is no class in want or extreme pov-
erty here, partly because the facility of migrating to
the west, for those who are without employment, is so



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1845-49-Lyell-TravelsNA/README.htm


