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96 EQUALITY OF SECTS. CHaAP. V

great, and also, in part, from the check to improvi-
dent marriages, created by the high standard of living
to which the lowest work-people aspire, a standard
which education is raising higher and higher from day
to day. Secondly, I have often heard politicians of op-
posite parties declare, that there is no safety for the re-
public, now that the electoral suffrage has been so much
extended, unless every exertion is made to raise the
moral and intellectual condition of the masses. The
fears entertained by the rich of the dangers of igno-
rance, is the only good result which I could discover
tending to counterbalance the enormous preponderance
of evil arising in the United States from so near an ap-
proach to universal suffrage. Thirdly, the political
and social equality of all religious sects,—a blessing
which the New Englanders do not owe to the Ameri-
can revolution, for it was fully recognised and enjoyed
under the supremacy of the British crown. This equal-
ity tends to remove the greatest stumbling block, stil}
standing in the way of national instruction in Great
Britain, where we allow one generation after another
of the lower classes to grow up without being taught
good morals, good behaviour, and the knowledge of
things useful and ornamental, because we cannot all
agree as to the precise theological doctrines in which
they are to be brought up. The religious toleration of
the different sects towards each other in Massachusetts
is, I fear, accompanied by as little Christian charity as
at home, and families are often divided, and the best
relations of private life disturbed, by the bitterness of
sectarian dogmatism and jealousy; but, politically, all
sects are ready to unite against the encroachments
of any other, and a great degree of religious freedom
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