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is enjoyed, in consequence of there being no sect to
which it is wngenteel to belong, no consciences sorely
tempted by ambition to conform to a more fashionable
creed.

In New York the Roman Catholic priests have re-
cently agitated with no small success for a separate al-
lotment of their share of the education fund. They
have allied themselves, as in the Belgian revolution,
with the extreme democracy to carry their point, and
may materially retard the general progress of educa-
tion. But there is no reason to apprehend that any
one sect in New England will have power to play the
same game ; and these states are the chief colonizers
of the West—gentis cunabula, by the rapidity of
whose multiplication and progress in civilization the
future prospects of the whole confederacy of republics
will be mainly determined.

During our stay at Boston the citizens gave a splen-
did ball to the Prince de Joinville, and the Mayor po-
litely sent us tickets of invitation, which gave me an
opportunity of satisfying myself that foreigners have
not said too much of the beauty of the young Ameri-
can ladies. In general I was so much occupied with
my lectures, or in communicating to the Geological So-
ciety of London some of the results of my observations
during my late tour, that I had no time to enter into
soclety, or to accept the hospitalities of the inhabitants.
As soon as it was understood that I wished to live qui-
etly, all pressing invitations were politely abstained
from until I had finished my course of lectures ; and,
afterwards, when I found it necessary to decline a large
number of them, no offence was taken.

The twenty-fifth of November was appointed by the
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