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Governor of the State to be what is here called Thanks-
giving-Day—an institution as old as the times of the
Pilgrim Fathers, one day in the year being set apart
for thanksgiving for the mercies of the past year. As
a festival it stands very much in the place of Christmas
Day as kept in England and Germany, being always
in the winter, and every body going to church in the
morning and meeting in large family parties in the
evening. To one of these we were most kindly wel-
comed ; and the reception which we met with here and
in the few families to which we had letters of introduc-
tion, made us entirely forget that we were foreigners.
Several of our new acquaintances indeed had travelled
in England and on the Continent, and were in con-
stant correspondence with our own literary and scien-
tific friends, so that we were always hearing from them
some personal news of those with whom we were most
intimate in Europe, and we often reflected with sur-
prise in how many parts of England we should bave
felt less at home.

I remember an eminent English writer once saying
to me, when he had just read a recently-published book
on the United States, “I wonder the author went so
far to see disagreeable people, when there are so many
of them at home.” It would certainly be strange if
persons of refined habits, even without being fastidious,
who travel to see life, and think it their duty, with a
view of studying character, to associate indiscriminately
with all kinds of people, visiting the first strangers who
ask them to their houses, and choosing their com-
panions without reference to congeniality of taste, pur-
suits, manners, or opinions, did not find society in their
own or any other country in the world intolerable.
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