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CHAPTER VI.

Fall of Snow and Sleigh-driving at Boston.—Journey to New Ha-
ven.—Ichthyolites of Durham, Connecticut—Age of Red Sand-
stone.—Income of Farmers—Baltimore—Washington.—National
Museum.—Natural Impediments to the Growth of Washington.—
Why chosen for the Capital.—Richmond, Virginia.—Effects of
Slave-labour.—Low Region on the Atlantic Border, occupied by
Tertiary Strata—Infusorial Bed at Richmond.—Miocene Shells
and Corals in the Cliffs of the James River compared with Fossils
of the European Crag and Faluns.—Analogy of Forms and Dif-
Jference of Species—Proportion of Species—Commencement of
the present Geographical Distribution of Mollusca.

Nov. 29. 1841.—AvLTHOUGH We were in the latitude
of Rome, and there were no mountains near us, we had
a heavy fall of snow at Boston this day, followed by
bright sunshine and hard frost. It was a cheerful
scene to see the sleighs gliding noiselessly about the
streets, and to hear the bells, tied to the horses’ heads,
warning the passer-by of their swift approach. As it
was now the best season to geologise in the southern
States, I determined to make a flight in that direction ;
and we had gone no farther than New Haven before
we found that all the snow had disappeared. I accord-
ingly took the opportunity when there of making a ge-
ological excursion, with Mr. Silliman, jun., Professor
Hubbard, and Mr. Whelpley, to examine the red sand-
stone strata, containing Ichthyolites, by the. side of a
small waterfall at Middlefield, one mile from Durham,
in Connecticut. 'The remains of fish occur in a fine-
grained slaty sandstone, black and bituminous, about
six feet thick, which alternates with a coarse conglom-
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